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a Tue loſt a day Ahe prince who nobly yd ; : 
Had been an emperor without his crowm :/ 
Of Rome Say, rather, Lord of human rave: | 

He ſpoke, as if deputed by mankind. 
So ſhould all oY ſo Wal * 
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15 had, where fore ben blood hh, | 
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"HE belle in m e of this 
chapter ſets before the Ephefians;'to! whom this 
in originally addteffed, the nature of their 
chriſtian character, and che correſpopd tn obligati- 
ons they were under to A holy liſe and C nverſation. 
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He reminds them that they were by ibeir profeſſion, 
che deor chiluren of God, atid ins ud therefore be + 


followers of him as fue; chat they were unis, ſe- 


parated unto Gad, and devoted to bis fedr and ſer- 


vice, and ſhould therefore avoid thoſe thin go Which did 


not become their ſacred character; in a word, that 


though they had been hefetofore darknels,” yet now. 


they were light in the Lord, and ſhould therefore 


walk as children of the light,” having uo fellowſhip 


with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather 


reproving them. This the apoſtle intitaies they 


were well qualified to do, as they were themſelves 


enlightened by the'golpel, the hight of which would - 


enable them to make-manifelt the cui of thoſe things, # 93 


of which it was ſcarcely decent to ſpeak. To N 
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which were done by their heathen neighhors mH, 
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Wherefore - 
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chat the deſign of the goſpel was to expoſe and 
make manifeſt the evil of ſuch things, he adds, 

He i. e. the Lord, faith -in his 
word, and in and by his Spirit to the hearts of his 
people — Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 
the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. He ſhall 
diſcover to thee that which thou waſt before igno- 
rant of, and bring thee more and more-out of the 
darkneſs of fin and fatan into his marvellous 
light. It follows—See then, that is, fince you 


are by your profeſſion enlightened and renewed per- 


for our learning, as well as for the inſtruQtion 


- ſons, ſee to it that ye behave accordingly, that you 
walk circumſpeRly or cautiouſly, not as fools but as 


. wiſe, Redeeming the time. 
Now what was written aſoretime was written 


. of thole to whom it was firſt addreſſed, and 
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it becomes us therefore humbly and diligently to at- 
tend to it. —In improving the * 1 . to 
E. 


1 What i is implied in redeeming the time. 


1. How time may be redeemed. | 


2400 ul. Why it ought to be redeemed. | ; 
a 3 

% 0 What b inglicd i in redeeming the ume. 
©. That which as chriſtians we are here exhorted to 


en is Time. And what can de more valuable, 
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for the moſt port, inſtead of. redeeming it, how la- WE 


viſh, how prodigal are we of it how apt \inconli- 
derately to waſte and deſtroy. it! But we are ex- 
horted by the apoſtle to redeem it. By which Grotzus 
and ſome other commentators. ſuppoſe we are 10 
underſtand, avoiding perſecution, to which thoſe 
vho made a profeſſion of chriſtianity at, the time re- 
ferred to by the apoſtle were expoſed. As though 
the apoſtle had ſaid— See that you draw out your 
time as long as you poſſibly can, and do not, by un- 
neceſſarily expoſing. yourſelves to perſecution, pro- 
voke your enemies to cut you off. But though this 
might be the duty of thoſe to whom the apoſtle wrote, 
yet it by no means appears to comprehend the full 
meaning of the exhortation here giyen. Redeeming 

the time, ſeems to imply in it the following ideas. 

:3ſte Recovering as far as may be YE - 

have loſt. 
Monſieur Subs obſerves, that the clad nnd * 
(eee) has a peculiar force, and implies (as the 2 
French word racketer, and the Engliſh word redeew”” © -. 
alſo does) the recovering what has been loſt : and he 
apprehends there is an. allufion to the enormiities © _ 
of their heathen life, in which ſo much formertime = 
had moſt unhappily been loſt and thrown a, As 
though the apoſtle had ſaid, you have heretofore bf 
much precious time, have conſumed, have walled it 
in the ſervice of fin and Satan, and it behoyes,you 1 
now n to ſe . me thod in your. power . 2 J 
We. 1 15 5th _— 25 he > 
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to recover; 10 fetch back again as far as may be, the : 


years chat are paſt, to walk for 2 fo 
much the more oircumſpetily, nen as foole but as 
wile; redeeming the timer Feoovering the precious mo. 
ments you have loſt.— And have we not alt: toft 


much of the precions time which hath been given 


us; and have we not great need therefore in this 


reſpect as well as in every other, to redeem the 


time?! Though we were not born in h heathen land, 
nor educated i in heatheniſh darkneſs and ignorance, 


but vere perhaps-indulged- with many peculiar ad- 
vantages for the attainment of wiſdom and know- 


ledge in our early years; and have lived in the 


world poſſibly tuen, thirty, or forty ye ars, ar it 
may be more ſtin; yet what have we done 


What have we done that was worth the doing ? What 


have ve done that we ought to have done? What 
valuable improvement have we made of our precious 
time ? Are we not with reſpett to this important 
article time, deeply in arrears?” Have we inot much 
to recover, to redeemꝰ Should not therefore the 


time paſt be eſteemed by us ſufficient and more 


than ſufficient to habe wronght the will of che ſleſh, 
to have ferved divers lufts and vanities, and the time 
to come; be wholly given to God? When a: labor- 


ing man, or an artifteer, has upon any -occahon loft 


a day of work,” if he is a diligent, induſtrious. man, 
and has an opportunity of doing it, he will feteh it 
up again, by working ſo many hours extfaordinary 
on days to come. And thus ſhould the chriſtian 
redeem the time he has loſt, And O how much have 

we 
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we to redeem i Wei have; loſt now aiday; a week 

or a month only, but years, perhaps many yer 
how ative; ;how-dibgent; thereſtre ſhould ve be for 
the ume i col Remember: Chriſtians thot o 
have haretoſor i much precious time and ſhould 
2 Denni; 25 „ It 


id ni ORR Ig 1 210bikt. 26 Frogs 


4 (4 Redeeming.the. time further; imphes. xelcur 
ing it from the bondage of idleneſs, fin and tolly., 10 
That time that in yawned away in idleneſs, o 
vaſted in the ſerxice of fin and folly, may proper- 
lyibe conſidered as ina ſtate of. bandage and ſerviʒ 
tude.. It is nati in its n free ach natural Rate, it 
is ndt employed in the manner in which i8:0ught üg 
be, but is cnſlaucd. No redeeming -the- time im 
plies the reſcuing it out of ſach a Rate of bondage, 
and. employing itunfuch a manner as is agreeable to 
the nature and deſigu of it. It s malancholy to 
think how much precious ume is continually, mify 
pent, miſapplied, detained in de ſerviec of thoſe 
maſters, if I may ſo ſpeak, who have rn right % it, 
but are guilty of uſurpation in dhe daminjon they 
pteſume to exerciſe over it.. There is indeed, as 
Solomon ꝰ obſerves, a time far all things under the ſun, 
A time to; be born, and. a time to die, a time to plant, 
and a time io pluck up that which is planted, a time 
to kill, and a time du heal, a time to break down, 
and a time to build up, a time to weep and à time 
to laugh, = time to mourn and a time to dange;. 
Nor is it to be ſuppoſed, from che very nature of 
man himſelf, and from the nature of his ſocial con- 
| | nexions 


4 |S Ede 5. 6. he. 
* ; 


4% s . 
_— 
GPL 
- — — — * _ 
* 
V 4 . = « 


U a4 = 
* * n 
_ ; — = - 
2 * 1 . 
- * 7 Sw 
= * + 
_- - 
, ” J 
£ 


(63 
nexions, tha it vun ever the deſſgi 6 
we ſhould be always; exattly in the ſamer temper” 


| and difpoſition}'orthat we ſhould'be always employs 


ed preciſely'in'the ſame mannet.—It is ſaid of Pho- 
ciong'a Grecian Orator and General, chat ha Was 
never ſeen either to laugh or:to:-weep. But Who is 
there that conſiders this as any excellency in his cha- 
rafter ? What is it more than may be ſaid of a floci 


or. a ſtone p —It is as lawful; and perhaps as neceſ- 


fary to have ſometimes an unbent and innocently 
cheerful hour, as it is at other times to be employ< 
& in a more ſerious and important manner. The 
man that is incapable of unbending his mind, is ſel- 
dom an amiable man. You generally find ſuch perſons. 
ſour,” moroſe, cenſorious, fretful, diſcontemted;, | 
and unſociable. But the unhappineſs is, too oſten 
under the idea of relaxation and innocent cheerful- 


neſs, we indulge a criminal levity and uiſſipation, un- 


fit 6urſelves for che diſcharge of the more (ſerious 
duties of life and religion, inſtead of rendering our 
return to them the 'more-. agreeable, and enſſave 


thoſe hours to the purpoſes! of ſelf indulgence, to 
which employment of a very different nature hath an 


undoubted claim! Now do our conſciences tell us, that 
we have in this or the other particular inflance been 
chargeable with miſpending time > whether it be by 
dozing it away in uſeleſs! idleneſs, ox proftitut- 


ing it to improper purpoſes?—let\us remember that 


the exhortation addreſſed to us is, to hedeem tim: 
Land that this implies reſcuig it from a ſtate of 
ym and. W to a ſtate of liberty. It 
dug: 2 would 
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would be well if ve wgre be esch oda hingt 
to take a particular — of the manner in which 


ment concerning ourſelves as to this important mat- 
ter. Do 1, for inſtance, -habitually indulge my - 
ſelf with more hours of ſleep than nature ires, 
or than is neceſſary to my health and vigor? Phy- 


ſicians generally agree, that fix or at the moſt eight 


hours fleep is as much as conduces to health in any 


conſtitution, and that more is prejudicial; and tends 


only to ſtupify the faculties of che mind, and ener- 


vate the ſtrength of ihe body. And yet how many 


are there, who waſte almoſt half their zime in bed! 
impy:/on the precious hours of Ie, in a ſtate of tem- 
porary death / Do not uſe that balmy bleſling, ſleep, as 
the ſweet reſtorative of tired droopitig naturę: but 


abuſe it to the... indulgence of ſloth, and 4idlenels ! 


And have J, let each one ſay, thus/proftituted; thus 


| abuſed, thus enſlaved any of m precious time F- 


Let it then 
now ee er it be be 


in captivity no longer, but how, 
late, let me, in the ſtrength of 
divine grace, reſcue... it, ſrom its bondage; and ſet 


it free from that yoke of ſlavery I have hitherto un- 


juſtly laid upon it.? Or have indulged! myſelf in 
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we ſpend our time, and to form an impartial judg- 
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— blog; ahen guele Heil em. 
ployed, any of my time in the ſervice of iim · and ſa- 
tan, in the purſuit of unla ſul pleaſures - Or 
have I ſpent: more of my precious time than 1 on 
to have ſpent, in mere amulement, though ev 
ſo infſſſhrent, or devoted thoſe hours to. wonldly bs 
ſineſs and employments..which, ought to have been 
facred to God and religion In ſhots, have I in a 
greater or leſs degree, and in this or the other in- 
ſtance.— enſlaved my time Let me now in the 
fear of God; endeavor to rodeem it. No longer 
go on abuling it in the manner I have done, but by 


eme . un ic from its eie, and em- 
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bor dei different wenner d ue e 
add, Ti ab 41H! * F461 $0091 240 41 3 ag Mn 
43 5 laſtly, Redeemiag the de, Weber ww 
plies; improving it io the great and in poltant pur- 
poſes for which it Mas gin en us. AUIDO TH aged] Ht 
It is not enough that ve diſcharge it / irbm une 
kind of bondage, if we aſtexwardg enſlave it in ano - 
ber; but redeeming, the time, fully impſies ing and 
improving it to the beſt of purpoſes. Redemption 
implies. a0 only. deliverance} /rom: a Rate of ſerri- 
tude, hut alſo being brought into a tate of liberty 
and happineſs, To redeem the time therefore, is in 
ſhort, to devote it ta. God., whe has an undoubied 

right to it. and whoſe ſervice. is perſelt freedom. The 
true Chriſtian is one that does not live to 
but to God. The habitual language of 59 
Lord vhat uit thou hayeme todo? In my gerſonal 
concerns, or in what more immediately relates 40. 
myſelf; and in my relatige concerns, in what I have 

to do with others; in my ſocial connexions, w 

ther of nature or friendſhip ;. in the buſtle of buſi» 
neſs, in che cheerſul hours. of converſation and ſo, 
cial intercourſe, and in the hours, of, more im: 
mediate deyotion and piety Lord what wilt hon 
haye me io do? I defire ſo 10 a8, ſo to Fondue n. 
gell. as may belt anſy er the, ends, of Ih being iy ge · 
neral, andd the ſtation in which, j. am placed ip: yar- 
; |, words ſo behave as may adorn wy, Ohriſe 


;Þ 
happineſs and 5 of all around me, and above; 95 a?! 
lo as may glorily thy great rage! And when 7 
f nen 0% 1 | 


n and character, promaig my gm, | 
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time is nus regulatell, thus employed, thus improv- 


ed — then is it truly redeemed. Then is it brought 
out of its captive ſtate into the glorious liberty of 


the childten of God. Having thus ſhewn what is 


impyed | in redeeming the time, I proceed to conſider 
II Ho time may be redeemeol. 
Now time may be redeemed, PY 
* 1. ) By gLarding * 11 Wee . waſte 
of it. 
Betwixt he mofe ſtated ailing and more 
important occurrences of human life, ſays the excel- 
lent Mr. Boyle, there uſually happen to be interpoſ- 
ed certain interſticeFof time; which though they are 


wont to be neglected, as being fingly, or within the 


compaſs of one day, inconſiderable, yet in a mark 
whole life amount to no contemptible portion of it: 
now theſe uncertain” parentheſes,” if 1 may fo call 
them, or interludes that happen to come between 
the more folemn paſſages, whether buſineſſes or re- 
creations of life, are wont to be loſt by moſt. men 
for want of a'value for them, and even by good 
men for want of ſkill to preſerve them: but as, though 
grains of fand and aſhes be a- part, but of a deſpica- 
ble ſmallneſs, and very eaſy and liable to be ſcatter- 
ed and blown away, yet the ſkilful artificer, by a 
vehement fire, brings a number of theſe to afford 
him that noble ſubſtance glaſs; by whoſe help 
we may both fee ourſelves, and our blemiſhes live- 


h repreſemed, as in looking- glaſſes, and diſcern ce- 
8 ſtial objetts, as with "x and with the ſun 


2 See, 2h beams- 
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beams kindle diſpoſed materials, as with burning g 


glaſſes: ſo when theſe liitle fragments or pastels of 
time, which, if not carefully looked to, would'be, 
diſſipated and loft, come to be managed by & {kil- 


ful Chriſtian, and to be improved by the —_— 
fire of devotion they may be ſo ordered as to af 


ford us both looking · glaſſes to dreſs our ſouls by, 
and perſpettives' ta diſcover. heavenly, wonders, 
and: incentives to inflame our hearts with charity 
and zeal: and ſince goldſmiths and refiners are wont 


all the year long carefully to fave the very ſweep- 


ings of their ſhops, becauſe they may contain in 


them ſome filings or duſt of thoſe richer metals, gold 


and ſilver; I ſee not why a Chriſtian may not be as 


careful not to loſe the fragments and leſſer interval 
a thing, incomparably more precious than any metal, 


Time ; eſpecially when the improvement of them, 
may not only redeem ſo many portions of our life; 
but turn them to pious uſes, and particularly;to the 


great advantage of devotion.” It is, I am ſure, im- 


poſſible to compute how much precious time 


might be redeemed—how many of the hours we 
have loſt might be as it were brought back and 


recovered—how many of the hours we are ſtill 


enſlaving might be ſet at liberty, and employ- 


ed in a rational and pious manner as they ought 7 


to be - were we thus to guard — W wha: 
ceſſary waſte of tim. 
2. Regulatity in the employment of our time{ is 
another method of redeeming it. 
1 is _— to ag Sao mach: time is los and 
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thrown away, merehh· lor want of a liiile regularity in 
the dipoſal of it. There ate many peo ple 


to be met with; 'who appear to be always in a 
great hutry, are never at leiſure hut perpetually buſy; 
or all the while they dolittle or nothing. They 
ein upon one thing, then before! thut is half done 
go to another; then return to the firſt, and ſo on, 
till cheir hurrying round is ſuddenly ſtopped by diſ- 
eaſe or death, and then, big with life's boaſted 
ſuturities they expire. The great ſecvet of re- 
deeming time, lies very much in the regular; orderly 
diſpoW of it. The man that is regular in the emplay- 
ment of his time; wholays down a plan fot᷑ the diſpo- 
fal of it according to the nature of his fituation and 


connections in life, and endeavors to att accordingly, 


will do ten times as much as another who acts at ran 


dom, in ihe ſame time and wichotit any hurry or | 
diſheuley. Much time may be moſt advantageouſly: 


redeemed, only by the uſe of regularity and order in 


the diſpoſal of it. For want of this; very often as | 


much time is ſpent in deliberating what to do, as 
would nearly ſulſos wes 10 In the! laſt place, 


3- Ano- | 


N the te of a pious | Chriſtian, to diſttibute bis 
twenty-four hours into three parts, allowing one part, or eigtit hours 
for eating, drinking, ſleeping, company and, diverſions ; another 
part for the work of his particular calling in the world; and another 
\third part, or eight hours, for the ſpecial and immediate, ſervice of Cod 


and religion, (viz.) reading, meditation, prayers &c, It is faid of 


Grotius, who ſpent his days in an infatiable purſuit of human learning, 
that when he lay on his death-bed, he wiſhed kumſelf in the Read of. 


his devout neighbor above referred to, and at the fame time paſſed a 
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3. Another method of redeeming. anne | 


ative and diligent in the, uſe of ji. 

The motto of the arms of hat truly geen 
good man, Dr. Doddridge, was, Dum dinimus, vigenus. 
Whilſt we live, let us live, chat is, let us live — 
live to ſome purpoſe, live as thoſe that are trul 
alive and lively, Anſwerable to which is the ad- 
vice of the wiſe man—Whatſocver thine hang findet o 
do, do it with thy maght ;—do it effettually., It is 
hardly to he conceived how. much Pore is u be 
done by a perſon that is active and diligent, than by 
one ho is indolent and triſling: Would you then 
indeed redeem time, be adlive and, diligent; and 
whatſoever your hands find to do, woke... to. yay 

Di.: a3 _ YNPTES 
do; Iheve walledmy Ec in laborious ig ro ag 
aft, wich caution in this matter 3 no one buline(s gughy 10 ingroſs all 


ng time, nor incroach upon the jult demands of another: and though 
the diviſion I have mentioned may not ſuir me, nor would 1 be fcru- 


puloufly nice in ſuch matters, yet ſome care is due here; and the 


'more exact ind prulegt 1 atm in my roles, ade i he fam of 


r Nana 
1 '':1:1 1 Bennett's Chriſtian: Oratory, page 440 
* Under this motto the Doty wroe the following liges, very 


expreſſive of his genefal lecker: 


| e hl ye Yee the Bessler Soft ; 
And file the pledfarts'of the preſent df Pp. 
© Live, while you live; the ſacred Preacher cries, | 
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1 Thee ”_ eee 91 111 sv 
„uber Life of Dr. Doddridge, p. 171. 
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1 different ſituations in life, whatſoever appears to be 
i4 your duty and intereſt to attend to, do it with all your 
it might, do it in earneſt, as thoſe that are determined, 
| * by the help of divine grace, to do it. Do not you 
1 Chriſtians ſleep as do others, but be up and doing, 
& work the works of him that ſent you into the world 

whilſt it is day, and before the night cometh. See 

that ye walk circumſpelliy, not as fools,” but as wiſe, 


done, by guarding againſt every unneceſſary waſte 
of it, being regular and orderly i in the diſpoſal of it, 
and Mive and diligent in the proper uſe and im- 
provement of it. But why, it may be ſaid, ſnould 

| we be thus anxious about the fedemption of time? 
been leads me to the | 


wh 4 fob 


time. 
Do you aſk, why you ſhould lenden io rdeem 


# | the time? I anſwer; - 
1 1. Becauſe there” is noting more eme 


11 
1 force the exhortation here given to redeem the 


* On all important lime, through every age, 825 
* Though much and warm the wiſe have urg wa the man 
| | Is yet AY, who duly weighs an hour. | 
183 —— fime is eternity ; 
; Nen ani all eternity can give; 
1 * vidualh that * archangels nude 


tos Youns. 
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Time 


redeeming the time—which may be effeftually | 


III. and laft tidy propoſed; with wits; 0 en- 
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* 


be to | all eternity. | * 
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Time is the only ſpace in which we can hope to 
begin an acquaintance with God and Chriſt and 
ſpiritual things, the only ſeaſon we havetoglorify God 
on earth, and to be meetened fortheeverlaſtin genjoy- 
ment of him in heaven: Inſtead of redeeming the time, 
are we ſuffered to abuſe and trifle with it—to ſpell 
it in the perpetual hurries of buſineſs, or the infa- 
tuating ſcenes of what is falſely called pleaſure to 
waſte it in idleneſs and diſſipation, or deſtroy it in 
the ſervice of ſin What then can be before us, 
but an eternity of darkneſs, horror and everlaſting 
deſpair ? As the tree falls ſo it lies, as death leaves fo 
will judgment find us, as we ate in time, fo ere 


„Thron dle away; 


Throw enpiſts and be blameleſs |-—Moments ſeine: 


Heaven's on their wing: A moment _— with" 
When worlds want wealth to * 906 


U 
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There is thin men are in Uta more pro- 


digal of than they are of their time; and ygt, what 


can be more important? The time of life is, 
as we have obſerved} the time to feek after 
God, to ſetve hitn, to receive ſalugtion from him, 
and to be meetened for the eternal enjoyment of 
him. To vaſte and deſtroy our time therefore, 
is to diſhonor God and deſtroy our own ſouls. And 
what profit will it be to any of us—(O think! of it, 

ye that contentedly live without God in the world, 
ſeeking my * own things, whilſt you are to- 

c | 


tall 
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tally regardleſs of the things of Chriſt ) - hat pro- 
fit will it be even to gain the whole world and loſe 
your own ſouls? What profit will it be to have 
waſted all our time in idleneſs, or worſe than idle- 
neſs, in ſin and  folly—what profit to have been 
wholly taken up with thoſe things which periſh in 
the uſing; and to ſoſe thoſe things which are eter- 
nal? The precious hours of life, Sirs, were not gi - 
ven to any of us, to be trifled with, but to anſwer 
the moſt important purpoſes. We muſt give an ac- 
count to God another day what uſe we have made 
of them. See then that ye walk circumſpe ty, not 
as fœols, but as wiſe, redeeming the time. What- 
ever you , away, do not laviſh away your pre- 
cious time. hatever you are unconcerned about, 
do not be uheoncerned about the improvement of 
your time. This is the ſeaſun to lay. atſfood founda- 
tion for the time. to come this is the ſeuſon to 


125 ſerve and glorify God to grow in the knowledge 


of him, to promote his honor in this world, and to 
be made meet for the enjoyment of him in another. 
If ther; ig any thing of importance in the kngw- 
ledge, 125 and enjoyment of God, as a covenant 
God and Father in Chriſt Jeſus, —if the ſoul and its 
eternal ſalvation be of any value hat can be more 
important t than Ame P It IF in time, we are mecten-. 
ed for a happy, or 1 for a miſerable eternity. 


1 Who many 8 he « cruſhes; in the. birth, 
A power ethereal.” - -..\ | afl 
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2. We ſhould be concerned to redtem the time, 
becauſe it is exceedingly ſhort and uncertain. '_ 4 
What are the limits of life ?® Even when, ex- 
tended to the longeſt period, it is but comparatively 
a hand's breadth. It ſoon paſſeth away, Myriads 


upon myriads have lived, and died already and ſpop, 
very ſoon, we that are now amongſt the living ſhall be 
numbered with the dead. Our days, CIT and 
1 5 years, 
* I will allow threeſcore and ten years for the life of man, it 
may be more, or it may be leſs, but that is the common period; if 
any ſurvive it, they can ſcarce be faid, for the moſt part, to live, 
but languiſh and die, fioking under the burdens of decaying nature: 
out of this ſum I muſt make a deduftion for infancy. and any be 
which cannot be well leſs than ſixteen ears: few: comparati 
gin to live to any good purpoſe before that age, and moſt not 


Again, one thitd of that mult be ag bel for lech, in which al ace 
tion and liſe, is, "as it were {itſpended, which finks fo thirty ik : 48 
of this I am afraid moſt people will be found to trifle away a fourth 
part; that is, of the ſixteen hours which remgin for action or liſe 
every day, not above twelve of them are employed in the proger buli 
neſs of life ; with ſome I know it is better, but with the 
not near ſo well; and this brings down the account to twenty-ſeven 
| years, that is all the time that the aged perſon of ſeventy can, f/ 
ſpeaking, be ſuppoſed to live, according to a very modeſt computa- 
uon; though be ſhoyld be one of them that began early; to improre 
his time, and has been conſtant in it. l 
| ſeventy years is alrellly gone ? How much of the t- even, ac- 
cording to the deduftion made, has been waſted by i & flex 
unneceſſary viſits, diverſions, recreations, ſauntring and i 


P | 


And upon the whole, to what a nam ſcanting is kifel gedyced 4. 


Conſider this,, O my foul ! and be ayakened ; be yp, and ding ; 
trifle no more ; work whilſt it is day. Lord, teach me fo to, member 
my days, that I may apply my heart unto wiſdom. 

- Bennett's Chriſhan Oratory, p. 434- 
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years, are flying ſwiftly away, ny e er . will be 
gone.” 


** Youth is not rich in time It may be poor i 


We know that life cannot be very Jong, but hoy | 
ſhort it may be none can ſay. Death is far from 
waiting for us always till we are old ; it often ſeizes 
us when we are young. The graves of young 
people are more frequently opened than thoſe of the 
old. In the bills of mortality, through every part of the 
known world, there are yaſt numbers more ſet down 
thatdie young, than who live to be old. We can ne- 
ver tell when or hom we may die. The event itſelf is cer- 
tain, but the time and manner of it infinitely uncer- 
tain. What more powerful motive can there be, to 
ſtir us up to the redemption of time ? It is but a 
ſpan of time you have at moſt—and this ſhort ſpan, 
by ten thouſand occurrences, unforeſeen and una- 
yoidable, may be rendered yet ſhorter. Time is 
| continually flying away with rapid wings, and eter- 
nity, vaſt eternity haſtening on. Its awful ſcenes 
| my open upon us in an unexpected hour, and with- 
in the compaſs of the preſent year, may we not aſ- 
furedly ſay—ſome of us ſhall die. But before death 
comes, ſhould we not ſeriouſly and anxiouſly en. 
quire w r we know any thing of true fe ? That 
fg which ſurvives even death itſelf, and ſhall never. 
never be extinguiſhed? Upon the whole, what can be 
more worthy c our concern * redeeming the time — 


when 
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8 
when we conſider its infinite importance on the one 


hand, and its ſhortneſs and — a WR 
other ? 

Let me then cloſe the preſent diſcourſe * an 
earneſt exhortation to the young and old, rich and 
poor, to perſons of every charafter and ſtation, to re- 
deem their precious time. You have loft, we have al 
loſt roo much already ;—O, let us loſe no more, 
but reſcue our remaining moments from the. fla- 
very of ſin and folly, and in the ſtrength of divine 
grace, moſt unreſervedly devote them to God! 
Yielding ourſelves up to him as living ſacrifices, holy 
and acceptable through Chriſt, which is our reaſona · 
ble ſervice. Let me in a particular manner call 
upon thoſe who are in the morning of their days, to 
remember that now is the accepted time, now is 


the day of falyation—now is the time to ſeek the 

N Lord to enquire after him, to devote yourſelves 

- | to him, to take his gentle yoke upon you and 

5 learn of him, to liſt under his banner, to ſerve to 

- honor and glorify him, to yield yourſelves up to him, 

$ to live by faith upon him, and to be megtened for =» 
- the eternal enjoyment of him !—Many and great are 

- | yourprivileges, peculiar are the advantages afforded 


you—but if they are all neglected and abuſed, what 

p will they avail but to aggravate your condemnation |! 
it You have the word of God and his miniſters; gal- 
ling upon you and expoſtulating with you, and fer 
ing the way of life and ſalvation before you,—Jeſus 
ſtands at the door and knocks—and I would hope 


> | (6 wv 


will not knock in vain! O that you may know 
in . 


12 2 


in this your day the things that belong to your peace, 
leſt c'er you are aware, they ſhould be * from 


your eyes! 

One thing remember is needful, and thats 1s true re- 
ligion ; without this, you will be miſerable in life, at 
death, and for ever. To-day then if ye will hear 
the-voice of God calling upon you, harden not your 
hearts. However you employ your time, if you do 
not uſe it and improve it to the great purpoſes of 
religion, and an eternal world—you will have a 
molt awful, dreadful account to give of it. 

When Alexander the Great, was about to ſet out 
on his grand expedition againſt the Peyfians, he made 
ſuch large preſents to the Lords of his court, his Mi- 
niſters of ſtate, and Generals, that Parmenio his 
particular friend could not help aſking him what he 
intended to reſerve for himſelf ?—He replied— 
HOPE.—And would you, my friends, when ſetting out 
on your grand expedition for an eternal world, that 
world from whence no traveller returns,—would 
you enjoy at this awful juncture, not the poor world- 
ly hope of an Alexander, but the glorious hope of the 
Chriſtian ?—See then that ye walk circumppefily, not 
as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time; remem- 
bring that your days here are but few and evil, and 
that it is therefore your higheſt intereſt, as well as 
your moſt indiſpenſable duty, to be habitually look- 
ing, not at the things which are ſeen and which are 
temporal, but at "thoſe things which are unſeen and 
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